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Media Advisory 
 

What:  Dewatering of Lock #24 
Where:  Clarksville, Mo., on Hwy 79 
When:   Week of 24-28 February 25, 2003 

 
US Army Corps of Engineers Dewaters Lock 24 at Clarksville 

 
 Clarksville, Mo. -- The US Army Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District has dewatered the 
lock chamber at Lock & Dam 24 at Clarksville, Mo.  The 600-foot long, 110-foot wide, 35-foot 
deep chamber has been pumped out to enable work in connection with the second of three 
seasons of a scheduled major rehabilitation work to go forward. 
 The dewatering is enabling contractor personnel to remove rubble resulting from 
demolishing and replacing intermediate lock walls (walls adjacent to the river) and to replace 
lock machinery that is otherwise inaccessible while the chamber is flooded.  They will also be 
able to inspect and assess the condition of the original natural stone lock floor. 
 The lock is scheduled to reopen at 7:00 a.m., March 15 when it will again be available to 
river vessels and craft. 
 A third closure and dewatering is scheduled for next winter to replace land-side lock wall 
concrete and machinery. 
 This series of winter closures has been coordinated with the barge industry to permit 
planning to minimize impact, while enabling the Corps of Engineers to complete work that is 
beyond the scope of routine maintenance. 
 The rehabilitation project will cost approximately $35 million.  It is being financed on a 
cost-share basis with 50 percent of the costs being funded from a trust fund that collects 20 
cents per gallon of diesel fuel purchased by commercial navigation vessels.   
 Lock 24 was originally placed in service on May 12, 1940.  During the most recent year 
of operation, 2002, 38,864,614 tons of cargo passed through in 6,206 lockages. 
 
Editors note:  The lock is currently a construction area and hard hats are required while at the 
facility.  We can supply hard hats to those journalists who do not have their own.  In addition, if 
journalists or photographers wish to visit the lock floor, it is recommend that they bring 
waterproof boots with them.  Buckle overshoes should be adequate for most places on the lock 
chamber floor.  For photographers, the lock chamber is oriented north-south.  In early morning 
and late afternoon, lighting is poor.  Recommend consider 1100 a.m. to 1 p.m. for optimum 
lighting.   
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